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TEXTO 
BRIT’S BEST FRIEND 

The lunar calendar is based on the cycles of the moon, so the date of Lunar New Year is 
different each year. However, it is usually in January or February. As well as being celebrated 
in China, Lunar New Year is also an important festival in many other places, including Vietnam, 
Singapore and Korea.  

Each year is named after one of 12 animals. A traditional story explains how this came to be. 
One day, the Emperor decided to have a race for all the animals in the country. Unfortunately, 
only 12 animals actually managed to get to the race. The Emperor rewarded them by naming 
the 12 years of the lunar calendar after them.   

Different places celebrate in slightly different ways, but Lunar New Year is very much a family 
celebration wherever it takes place. The younger generation greet their parents and 
grandparents with good wishes for the year ahead and show their respect for the older 
generation. Older members of the family give younger ones cash presents, traditionally in 
small red packets, as red is a lucky colour.   

There are many other Lunar New Year traditions. For example, in Vietnam, people believe that 
the first person to enter their home in the New Year will decide their fortune for the year 
ahead. They are careful to invite someone who is kind, well behaved and successful. In China, 
many people have firecrackers, which burn and make a loud bang. They watch street 
performances, where acrobatic dancers dress up as a lion or a dragon. They dance, 
accompanied by music and drums.  

People celebrate Lunar New Year in many different ways, but all the celebrations are about 
wishing everyone the very best for the year ahead. What do you wish for next year?  

(Adapted from © https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/general-english/magazine-zone/lunar-new-year 

CUESTIONES 
1. According to the text, are the statements below TRUE (T) or FALSE (F): Put a cross (X) in the 

right column. (0.4 puntos cada respuesta correcta. Total: 2 puntos) 
 T F 

1.1 The lunar new year is always celebrated on the same month.   

1.2 Each lunar year receives the name of an animal   

1.3 Parents and grandparents give money to the children in their families.   

1.4 There is a lucky symbol on the celebrations.   

1.5 In China, celebrations include music, instruments and costumes.   
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2. Match the synonym of the words below with a word from the box: (0.4 puntos por 

palabra correcta. Total: 2 puntos) 

DESIRES EVENT DISGUISE NOISE LITTLE 
 

2.1. FESTIVAL  (Paragraph 1) 
2.2. SLIGHTLY  (Paragraph 3) 
2.3. WISHES  (Paragraph 3) 
2.4. BANG  (Paragraph 4) 
2.5. DRESS UP  (Paragraph 4) 

 
3. Complete the following sentences. use the appropriate form of the words in 

brackets when given. (0.2 PUNTOS POR ESPACIO CORRECTO. TOTAL: 2 PUNTOS) 
 

3.1 Holi, ____________(1) is celebrated in Vietnam and India, is a colourful festival in which 

paint is thrown through the air. 

3.2 Many people buy the cake ____________(2) it takes very long hours to prepare it. 

3.3 It is said that people that eat this soup at New Year look one year ____________(3) (old) 

than people who don’t. 

3.4 My sister ____________________(4) (never/eat) the 12 grapes on New Year’s Eve. This 

will be the first time. 

3.5 You ____________________(5) (should/ wear) something green for Saint Patrick’s Day or 

people ____________________(6) (pinch) you. 

3.6 George ___________________ (7) (not dress up) for Carnival because he was feeling sick. 

3.7 A traditional Vietnamese food is square rice cake, wrapped in two lettuce 

__________________(8) (leaf). 

 3.8 ___________(9) often do you go to the theatre or the cinema? I always go __________(10) 

the weekend. 
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4. Complete the conversation below with the sentences from the box: (0.4 puntos por cada 

espacio correcto. Total: 2 puntos) 

How about Not good  

How’s that if we aim Definitely 

 

RILEY: I’m going with Sue to the Chinese New Year celebrations on Saturday. Would 

you like to join us? 

MARK: 4.1. ________________! What time are you going? 

RILEY: We’re thinking of going there at about 11 o’clock. 4.2. _____________________for 

you? 

MARK: 4.3. __________________________. I’ve got a guitar lessons from 10.00 to 11.30 

RILEY: No problem. What 4.4 ___________________________________for 12 o’clock? 

MARK: That sounds great! Where should we meet? 

RILEY: 4.5. _____________________________Queen’s Park tube station? 

MARK: OK. Saturday at 12.00. See you then. 

 
 
5. Write a composition (70-90 words) giving your opinion about the following topic: 

Is there any special tradition or celebration in your family or country?  

• How do you celebrate it? • What do you do? • What do you eat? 

Se valorará la organización y coherencia textual (0.5 puntos), la riqueza léxica (0.5 puntos), la 
riqueza gramatical (0.5 puntos) y la ortografía (0.5 puntos). 

Si la expresión escrita no se ajusta al tema, la puntuación será de 0 puntos.  

En el caso de que no llegue al mínimo número de palabras exigido (70 palabras) o se exceda 
del máximo (90 palabras), la puntuación máxima será de 1 punto. 
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TEXTO 
BRIT’S BEST FRIEND 

The lunar calendar is based on the cycles of the moon, so the date of Lunar New Year is 
different each year. However, it is usually in January or February. As well as being celebrated 
in China, Lunar New Year is also an important festival in many other places, including Vietnam, 
Singapore and Korea.  

Each year is named after one of 12 animals. A traditional story explains how this came to be. 
One day, the Emperor decided to have a race for all the animals in the country. Unfortunately, 
only 12 animals actually managed to get to the race. The Emperor rewarded them by naming 
the 12 years of the lunar calendar after them.   

Different places celebrate in slightly different ways, but Lunar New Year is very much a family 
celebration wherever it takes place. The younger generation greet their parents and 
grandparents with good wishes for the year ahead and show their respect for the older 
generation. Older members of the family give younger ones cash presents, traditionally in 
small red packets, as red is a lucky colour.   

There are many other Lunar New Year traditions. For example, in Vietnam, people believe that 
the first person to enter their home in the New Year will decide their fortune for the year 
ahead. They are careful to invite someone who is kind, well behaved and successful. In China, 
many people have firecrackers, which burn and make a loud bang. They watch street 
performances, where acrobatic dancers dress up as a lion or a dragon. They dance, 
accompanied by music and drums.  

People celebrate Lunar New Year in many different ways, but all the celebrations are about 
wishing everyone the very best for the year ahead. What do you wish for next year?  

(Adapted from © https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/general-english/magazine-zone/lunar-new-year 

CUESTIONES 
1. According to the text, are the statements below TRUE (T) or FALSE (F): Put a cross (X) in the 

right column. (0.4 puntos cada respuesta correcta. Total: 2 puntos) 
 T F 

1.1 The lunar new year is always celebrated on the same month.  X 

1.2 Each lunar year receives the name of an animal X  

1.3 Parents and grandparents give money to the children in their families. X  

1.4 There is a lucky symbol on the celebrations. X  

1.5 In China, celebrations include music, instruments and costumes. X  
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2. Match the synonym of the words below with a word from the box: (0.4 puntos por 

palabra correcta. Total: 2 puntos) 

DESIRES EVENT DISGUISE NOISE LITTLE 
 

5.1. FESTIVAL EVENT (Paragraph 1) 
5.2. SLIGHTLY LITTLE (Paragraph 3) 
5.3. WISHES DESIRES (Paragraph 3) 
5.4. BANG NOISE (Paragraph 4) 
5.5. DRESS UP DISGUISE (Paragraph 4) 

 
3. Complete the following sentences. use the appropriate form of the words in brackets 

when given. (0.2 PUNTOS POR ESPACIO CORRECTO. TOTAL: 2 PUNTOS) 
 

3.1 Holi, WHICH (1) is celebrated in Vietnam and India, is a colourful festival in which paint 

is thrown through the air. 

3.2 Many people buy the cake BECAUSE (2) it takes very long hours to prepare it. 

3.3 It is said that people that eat this soup at New Year look one year OLDER (3) (old) than 

people who don’t. 

3.4 My sister HAS NEVER EATEN (4) (never/eat) the 12 grapes on New Year’s Eve. This 

will be the first time. 

3.5 You SHOULD WEAR (5) (should/ wear) something green for Saint Patrick’s Day or 

people WILL PINCH (6) (pinch) you. 

3.6 George DIDN’T DRESS UP  (7) (not dress up) for Carnival because he was feeling sick. 

3.7 A traditional Vietnamese food is square rice cake, wrapped in two lettuce LEAVES (8) 

(leaf). 

 3.8 HOW(9) often do you go to the theatre or the cinema? I always go AT(10) the 

weekend. 
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4. Complete the conversation below with the sentences from the box: (0.4 puntos por cada 

espacio correcto. Total: 2 puntos) 

How about Not good  

How’s that if we aim Definitely 

 

RILEY: I’m going with Sue to the Chinese New Year celebrations on Saturday. Would 

you like to join us? 

MARK: 4.1. DEFINITELY! What time are you going? 

RILEY: We’re thinking of going there at about 11 o’clock. 4.2. HOW’S THAT for you? 

MARK: 4.3. NOT GOOD . I’ve got a guitar lessons from 10.00 to 11.30 

RILEY: No problem. What 4.4 IF WE AIM for 12 o’clock? 

MARK: That sounds great! Where should we meet? 

RILEY: 4.5. HOW ABOUTQueen’s Park tube station? 

MARK: OK. Saturday at 12.00. See you then. 

 
 
5. Write a composition (70-90 words) giving your opinion about the following topic: 

Is there any special tradition or celebration in your family or country?  

• How do you celebrate it? • What do you do? • What do you eat? 

In my family, we celebrate Christmas every year. It is a very special tradition for us. We celebrate 
it at home with our family. First, we decorate the house and the Christmas tree. On Christmas 
Eve, we have dinner together. We usually eat roast meat, salad, and sweets like cake and 
chocolates. After dinner, we talk, laugh, and sometimes give presents. It is my favourite 
celebration because we spend time together. 
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